I'ot;, 


Mic 


| 


SERMON 


Directing - 
What we are to do, 


AFTER 


Strict Enquiry whether or n04. 


we rruly Love GOD. 


Preached ps 79. 1688, 


MY 


_— oh ——_. . 2 


The DETENL Edition. 


V— 


| LONDON, | 
Printed for Tho.Parkbwr}.at the Bible and Three | | 
Crowns in Cheapfide , near Mercers-Chapel. ? 

bo 696. ih* £ 


The Fpiſtle. 


: | O UV may remember what 4 Sulemn Awe wy 
E. - 4pon our Congregation lately at the Preaching 

of this enſuing Sermon,and that not a few tears 
drop'd at the hearing of: it. This engaged ſome of 1s 
to entreat our Reverend Paſtor, to give way, that by 
this Publication, it might be accommodated to your 
review. We know it js no mare than one \ſmgle Thred, 
that belongs to many other Diſcourſes npon the ſame 
Subject, which have preceded, and to others, which we 
hope, will follow; but ſuch as by your Notes and Ale- 
Mories may eafil be wrought into the whole Piece : 1s 
is but a Thred, yet a golden one, and may contrivate 
to the ſervice of the knock, as in Exod. 25. We 
know it ts a great condeſcenſion in him to ſuffer ſuch an 
imperfett Piece to come abroad ; but when the Reverend 
Dean of C. and - other learned Perſons of the Church 
pong: have. aenzed. themſelves , by. ſuffering 
ſeach ſmall. Prints for the gencral good, we are per- 
ſuaded, © though he gave not a poſurve Judgment for 
#t, he will not diſlike that which is for yoar Service , 
And-i5 intended to go no farther, Receive it therefore, 
read it over and over, and allot ſome times for the 
putting in prattice the grand Examination urged upon 
as, and do your utmoſt to perſuade all Ander your 


Roofs and Commands to do the like, that that which 


was Preached with ſo much holy Fervor ana AﬀeCtion, 

may” beget in us and ours a bright flame of Divine 

Love to our good LO RD, to whom we commend you, 

_ and are : 

Your Aﬀectionate Brethren 
and Servants, Cc. 
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fohn Jo 42, But I know nou, that ye 
have uot the love of Ga, qu you... 
| 1%? - a 
O U have heard ſeveral Diſcourſes from 
this Scripture, and from another in the' 
ſame Goſpel: Thar we ſpoke to alter- 
©. nately with this at ſeveral'times :  Thow' 
knoweſt all things, Lord; thou knoweſt that I love thee, 
C. 20. 17. and: that which after Do&trinal Explica- 
tion hath hicherro been infiſted on, was an enquiry 
into the ſtare of our own caſe 1n reference hereunto. 
Are we-lovers of God in Chriſt, or are we'not? 
There have been many things Ggnified to you, by: 
which this caſe mizht be diſcerned :- And that which 
remains, and moil naturally follows hereupon, '1s 
to direct you what you are to do, ſuppoſing your' 
caſe; upon enquiry;- to be rhis or that, «Why ſuch 
an enquiry, if it hath been atrended to at all a- 
monglit us, it muſt have fignified ſomewhat : It. 
muſt, one would rhink, have ſome or other refſulr, 
and what ſhould we ſuppoſe it to -reſult into, but” 
either this, I' do not love God, 'of I do? Theſe are 
moſt vaſtly different Caſes; it's a Tryal upon the 
molt important Point that could have been diſcuſt 
among us; and {uppoſing there: ſhould be two ſorts 
among us, the effe&t of it is as if a. parting Line 
ſhould be drawn through a Congregation, ſevering 
the living from the dead; here are ſo many hlving, 
and ſo many dead Souls : Indeed it is a very hard 
Suppoſition, to ſuppoſe that there ſhould be any 


' 4, one in all this Aſſembly, that doth not love-God:s | 
A very hard Suppoſition: I am extreamly, toth-ro' 


(2) 


me 1s, not ſuppoſe it. For truly it were a very fad 
caſe that we thould agree fo far as we do in many 
other things, and not agree in this : That is,that we 
ſhould agree ſo many of us to come all and meer 
together cn in one place, agree to Worſhip God 
together, agree to ſing his Praiſes together, to ſeek 
his Face together, to call upon his Name together, 
to hear his Word together, and not agree all ro 
love God together : The God whom we worſhip, 
whom we invocate, whoſe Name we bear, and un- 
to whom we all of us pretend: For who is there 
among us will ſay, I have no part in God? And it 
were a moſt Jovely thing, a moſt comely, deſirable 
thing, that all ſuch Worſhipping Afemblies, even 
this Worſhipping Aſſembly, at rhis time, and all 
times, could ſtill meet together under rhis one 
common Notion, truly and juſtly aſſumed, as /o 
many lovers of God : We are ure there will be an 
Aſſembly, a General Afembly , in which no one 
that is not a lover of God will be found, an Aſlem- 
bly of Glorious Angels, and of the Spirits of Juſt 
Men made perfect, a numerous, an innumerable 
Aſſembly, in which not one bur a fincere lover of 
God. What a bleſſed thing were it, if our Aſſem- 
blies on Earth were ſuch! But we cannot ſpeak 
more gently, than to ſay, there is cauſe tu fear 
they are not ſuch : It hath been aCtually otherwite 
among z People profeſſing the rrue Religion ; They 
come before thee, and fit before thee as my People, and 
with their moath ſhew much love with [| their tace} or 
3n externdl appearance and ſhew [ore tenus :] they are 
lovers of God, and they hear thy words, but they will 
not ao them, Ezek. 33.31. If ſuch a Caſe hath been 
 aftaally, it is ſtill poſ/role, and is ſtill too much to 
be feared to be but too common a caſe. _ 

But now ſuppoſing that there be dittcrent Caſes 
amongſt us; m reference to theſe difterent Caſes, 
there muſt be very different Deportments, and a. 
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Text more naturally leads me to dire& what is to 
be done upon the Suppoſition of the ſadder calc, 
moſt deplorably ſadder, that one is no lover of God ; 
though we -—y be led on thereto by ſome things 
common to cales, 

Therefore that I may proceed by ſteps, this is re- .- 
quifite in the firſt place ; that is, that we make one 
Tudement of our _—_— another ; that is, that we 
bring the matter ſome way to a ſudgment, not let 
ſo grear a thing as this hang always in ſuſpence : Ir's 
very plain, (a little to preſs this : ) Thar, | 

Firſt, While the caſe hangs thus in ſuſpence, * 
ſuſpends the proper tubſequent Duty roo rhat ſhoukk 
follow hereupon: What canſt thou do that is cer- 
tainly fit and proper for thy own Soul, when thu 
doft nor underſtand the tate of itscaſe? How canſt 
thou guide thy courſe, or tell which way to apply 
or turn thy ſelf 2 And, | 

Secondly, (to preſs it further) conſider, That the 
not bringing, or omitting to bring this matter to a 
[udgment, 1f it proceed from indifferency and neg- 
Jet, ſpeaks the greateſt Contermpt that can be, both 
of God and thine own Soul, the greateſt that can 
be: That is now, ſuppoling the Queſtion be askt, 
doft thow love God * or doſt thou not? And thou un- 
concernedly anſwereſt, I can't tell, I don't know : 
Why, what to be careleſly ignorant whether thoy 
loveſt God, or loveſt him not : There could not be 
a more coneluding medium againſt thee, that thou doſt 
not love bim. Ir ſpeaks thee at once rodeſpiſe borh 
God and thy ſelf: What, to have this matter hang 
' in indifferency through neglect! whether thou lo- 
veſt God, or loveſt him not? It ſhews that neither 
regard to God, nor a jult value of rhy felf makes 
thee care wherher thou art an holy Man or a Devil, 
For know, that the loving God, or not loving him, 
does more diſtinguiſh a Saint from a Devil, than 
wearing a Body, or not wearing ic, can do : A De- | 


..- 


ES 
not loys God, he is no,other, though be wear a Body, 
than an 4ncarnate Devil : It's the 'want-of love to 
God that makes the Devil a Devil, makes him. what 


DEM; or nd tant: TEE 
©Secondly, For further Direction, Take heed, of paſe 
fog a falſe Judgment in this caſe, a;Jadgment con- 
crary to the trarh ; -for firſt, That's 0,no, purpoſe, 
will avail thee,nothing ; you can t. be advantag'd 
by it ; for yours not the ſupream Judgment: there 
va be another and ſuperior |udgment-ro yours that 
w:1I controul, and reverſe your falſe Judgment, and 
ake it fignifie .pothing, it is theretore to no pur- 
, te; And TYRE 314 ; th 
aroondly; It.is-a great piece of Infolency, for. it 
will be. to oppoſe your Judgment-t9.;his certain and 
molt authoriz'd Judgment : Who, if this be your 
caſe, hath already judg'd it, and. tells you, 7 kyow 
904,that you have not the love of God ta you, It belongs 
to him by Office-to . Judge. - The Father hath con- 
mitted all Tudgment to ihe Son, as a littie above in this 
Chapter : From what will you depoſe him? dethrone 
him ? diſannml bis Tudement ? condema.him ? that thou 
ray be riehteous? (to borrow that.Job qo. 8.) 

Thirdly, It's moſt abſurd fuppoling fuch Chara- 
ters as you have heard, do conclude againſt a Man 
1n this caſe, yer to. judge himſelt a lover of God: If 
againlt the Eyidencegf fuck Characters a Man ſhould 
pronounce the wrong Judgment, .;it-would be the 
molt unreaſonable and abſurd rhing imaginable : For 
then let us but ſuppoſe how thar wrong Judgment: 
mult lye, related tq thoſe fore-mention'd CharaGters 
that haye been given you. 

Let me remind you of ſome of them. _ 

.He that never pur forth the ACt of love to God, 
cannot ſay he hath the Principle; 

He that is not inclin'd to do good to others for 
the ſake of God, 1 Jo-n 3. 179, _-- | 
| He that indulges himſelf .ip the inconſiſtent ;love 
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He that lives not in obedience to.his known Laws, . 
John 14.15. 1. 70b2 5. 3. (with matiy-more,) '_*. 
ow, .1f, you -will paſs a Judgment of your caſe. 
azainſt the Evidence of ſuch CharaCters, come forth. 
then, ler.che matter be brought into clear light, put. 
your ſenſe 1gta plain words, and this ic will be.” 

I am a.Lover.of God, -or I have the love of 'God 
in me, though I can't, tell that ever I pur forth 'ons 
act of love towards. him in all my Life ; I have the' 
love of God in me, though I never knew what ic 
meant to do good ro. any. for his ſake, againſt the 
expreſs words of Scripture : How, dwelleth the love of-, 
God in ſuch a man? | have the Love of God in-me; 
though I have conſtantly indulged my ſelf in that 
which he maketh an inconſiſtent loye : Love not the 
World, nor the things which are in the World, 
any mana love the world, the love of the Father ts not 
ia him. I lave the love of God in me, though -I 
would never allow him to Rule me, though I neyer 
kept his Commandments with, a deſign to -pleaſe 
him, and comply with his will ;.I have the Iove of 
God in me, though I never va wed his Love : I have 
the love of Gad in mz, though I never cared for 
his Image, for his Preſence, for his Converſe, for 
kis Intere{t and Honour : 1 befeech, you conlider how 
all this will ſound ! Can any thing'be more abliirdly 
ſpoken 2 And. ſhall ir be upon ſuch improbabilities 
or impoiljoilities.as theſe, that any, Man will think 
ic fit co venture his Soul ! I'll pawn-my Soul upon'tr, 
I lt run the hazard of my Soul upon it, 1 am a lo- 
ver of God. for-:all. this > Would:you venture any 

'thing elſz fo beliges your Soul 2 Would you yentue 
a Finger 102? an Eye ſo,, It's to place the. name 
where there js. nothing of. the thing: Ir's to place 
the name. of a. thing upon. its contrary : The Soul 
of Man can't be_ in an indifferency towards Ged , 
but if there:be not /ove, propenſien ;, there 1s aver ſion, 
and that's hatred: And what, is.»atred to be.called 
lave ? If you bear that habitual; diſpolition. of 'Soul 
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towards God, to go all the day long with no incli- 
nation towards him, no thought of him, no deſign 
to pleaſe him, to ſerve him, to glorifie him: If this 
by your habitual temper, and uſual courſe, will you 
call this Love? Shall this contrariery to the love of 
God be calld love to him? You may as well cal 
water fire, or fire water, as ſo groſly mil-name things 
here, and therefore again : In the 

Third place: Thar we may advance ſomewhat : 
Plainly and poſotively pſ7 the true Judgment. It the 
CharaGters that you have heard do carry the matter 
fo, come at laſt plainly and pofitively to gr the 
true Tudgment of your own cafe, though it be a fad 


- one, and tell your own Souls : Oh my Soul, Though 


I muſt./adly fay it;I muſt ay it : All rhings conclude 
and make againft thee: The love of God ts not in thee, 
Why, 1s it not as. good this ſhould be the preſent 
ifſue at your own Bar, and at the Tribunal of your 
own Conſcience, as before God's Judgment-Seat ? 
Why ſhould you not concur and fall in with Chriſt 
the authorized Judge 2 Whoſe Judgment is accord- 
ing to truth: Why, this is a thing that muſt - be 
done, rhe caſe requires it, and God's expreſs Word 
requires it, 1 Cor, 11.31, Other previous and pre- 
paratory Duty, plainly enjoyned, doth by conſe- 
quence enjoyn it, and requires that it follow, 2 Cor. 
13.5. What is Examination for, but in order to 
Judgment 2? It muſt therefore be done, and I ſhall 
ſhew how it muſt be done, and proceed to ſome 
farther Directions. Sha: rags 

© Firſt, You muſt do it ſolemnly : Take your ſelves 
aſide at ſome fir ſeaſon or another :' Inſpe&t your- 
6wn Souls, review your Life: Confider what your 
wonted frame and your ordinary courſe has been: 
And if you find by ſuch Characters as heretofore 
were given, this is the truth of your caſe, then let 
Judgment paſs upon deliberation, Oh my Soul ! 
Thou baft not the love of God in thee : Whatſoever 
thine appearances hirherto have been : And what- 


C*1] 


ſoever thy Peace and Quiet hath been, tho haft nor 
the love of God in thee : Ler it be: done with $0- 
lemnity. | 
Secondly, Do it in the fight of God as before 
him, as under his Eye, as »»der the Eye of Chrift= 
That Eye that is as a flame of fire, that ſearches 
Hearts,and tries Reins : Arraign thy ſelf before him 2» 
Lord ! I have here brought before thee a guilty Soul, 
a _—_ Soul, a wretched, an horrid delinquent; 
a Soul that was breathed into me by thee, an intel- 
ligent, underſtanding Soul, a Soul that hath love in 
its Nature, but a Soul that never loved thee. 
Thirdly, Judge thy ſelf before him as 20 the faat?, 
and as to the fanlt : As to the fact, I have never yet 
loved thee, O God,l own it to thee : Lord! I accuſe, 
I charge my Soul with this before thee, this is:the 
truth of the fact. I have not the love of God in me: 
And charge thy ſelf with the fault : Oh horrid Crea- 
ture that I am ! I was made by thee, and don't love 
thee: rhou didſt breath into me this reaſonable im- 
mortal Spirit, and it doth not love thee : Ir is thy 
own Oft-ſpring, and does not love thee : Ir can ns- 
yer be bleſſed im any thing but thee, and it does not 
love thee : And then hereupon in the 
Fourth place, Jozz to this ſelf-judging, . ſelf-loathi © 
147g: That weare to Judge owur ſelves, 1s a Law laid / _ 
upon us by the Supream Law-giver, the one Law- * 
giver, that hath power 'to ſave, and to deſtroy : 
And his Word that enjoyns it, as plainly tells us 
what muſt go with it, that this ſelf-judging muſt 
be accompanied with- ſelt-loathing, Ezek, 6. 9. c<: 
20. 43. and 36, 31, Do God that right upon thy ' 
felf, that thou mayelt tell him, Bleflcd God! 1 do 
even hate my ſelf, becauſe I find-I have not loved 
thee, and I cannor but hate my ſelf, and I never 
Will be reconciled to my felf, till 1 find 1 am recon- 
ctled to thee : This 1s doing Juſtice : Doth not the . 
Scripture uſually and famuharly fo repreſent to: us 
the great turt- of--the Soul to.God ; When poor _ 
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ſinners become _Penitents, -and return, that they-are; 
brought to. hate-themſelves, ahd loath themſelves: 
in their own Eyes? And is there any thing that.can: 
make a Soul ſo: loarhſom it /e/f,0r-0pght to make 
ir:fo-loathſom to zr: ſelf, as nat 0 Jove God, to he ' 
deftirute of the love of God 2; And then, _.:- | 
« :Fifthly, Herexpon too : Pity thy ſelf, pity thy- omn 
| Jax, there's cauſe.to hate it;.;to loath it, and 1s: 
| there nocaulſc to. pity it? to Jament it? Doth not 
| ; this Jook hkea lamentable caſe? Oh-! what a: Saul 
have 1, that cat love any thing elſe, that can love 
Triflzs, that can love Impuriries, that can love Sin ; 
And can't tove Gad; Chriſt, the molt defirable good 
- of Souls? What a Soul have 1? What a Monſter 
in'the Creation:of God 1s this Soul of. mine ! Me- 
thinks. you ſhould {et your ſelves, it any of you 
can-find this to þe the caſe, to. wzep over your own, 
Souls. . Some may: ſee cauſe to fay-:- Oh my Soul , 
thou hait in thee ogher valuable. chmgs, thou hait 
Linderitanding 1n'thee, . Judgment ini thee, Wit 17; 
chee ; perhaps Learning, conliderable: acquired -En- 
dowments m- thee; but thou haſt. not;; the love, of, 
God-in thee : I.can-do many other .commendable.or . 
uſeful things, I can Diſcourſe plauftbly, Argue. ſub+ 
rilly, I cair manage Aﬀairs dexterouſly, bur I can't 
love God : Oh my Soul, how great an Efſential 
dott thou want, toall Religion, to -all Duty, te. all 
Felicity / The-ong-thing neceſſary. thou wantelt , 
thou hait every; thinz but what thou needeſt more 
than any thinz, .more-than all things : And Oh my 
Sonl; what is: like-at this rate; to;become of thee? 
Where art thou to. have thy etgrnal abode 2. To 
what Regions of ' Horror, and Darkneſs, and Woe, 
art-thou going? What Society {can [be fit for thee 2 
No:lover of God! No lover of. God / whar, but of 
Infernal accurſed Spirits that are at, utmolt diſtance 
from him, and. to 'whom' no beam of holy. vital 
Light ſhall ever ſhuie to all Eternity : Thou, .Ob 
 my:Soul, art {elf-abandon'd to;-the blacknels .of 
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Darkneſs for ever; Thy doonv'is'in-thy Breaſt: thy 
own Boſom: Thy 0-love to God is thy own: doom; 


thy eternal doom :: Creates thee a preſent Hell, and 


ſhews whither-thou belongeſtc : 114i 1 127GS 
. : Sixth place: Tet a due fear and ſolicitude henenpan 
be ſet on work. 4n thee © For confidet thy ſelf; as-0ng 
ſhortly ro be arraign'd before the Supream Tribunal; 
And then here is'the critical,/ vertical point '\upon 
which thy Judgment turns: Lovers of God 3:Qt 
no Lovers of. Ged :: All are to be judged in reference 
to what they.-were and did in''the Body, whether 
good or evil : As in 2 Cor. chap.,5s' ver. 10. What 
walt thou as to' this point, while thou waſt: jn the 
Body 2 For the laſt }udgment regards that former 
ſtate, what:thou 'didſt ; and what; was thy wont as 
to this whilſt-chon'waſt in the. Body 2 Therefor6;by 
the way no. hope, after thou art gone out. of-;the 
Bhdy.: Go: out of: the Body, no lover of God, the 
departing Soul' no lover 'of God: and this will be 
found your: ftate:at the }udgment-day: : You-are not 
to expect afteri[eath a Golpe}'to be preach'd, that 
you may then be reconciled to God: ;: No; but What 
did you dom the Bedy 2 Aecortding to that you 
are to be judged; Did you loye God in this Bedy 
While here; yea'or.no ?. And this. js, 'a Tryal upon 
the moit Fundamental Point ;;;For,; as all the Law 
3: comprehented in-Love, -as was formerly hinted; 
;f. you be faund guilty in this Point, that you-were 


' no lover ,of God, totally , deſtitute of the leve.of 


God, you were a; perpetual undermmer of his whole 
Government, -of 'the.-whole - frame of his. Lawy'a 
Difloyal Creature, Rebellions and Falle to the God 


that made. you, to Jeſus Chrift that redeemed you 


by his Blood :| All Diſobedience and Rebellion. is - 


fumm'd up in-rhis. one word. Hawying been no lover 
of God : And, won't it make any; man's heart to; me- 
ditate Terror, toitink of -baving. ſuch a chargs.as 
this likely ta lye againſt, him an-. the, Judgmens of 
that day ;.that,.day, wh 


: 
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We to be laid open ? Every work muſt be then brought 
into Judgment, and every ſecret thing, whether by be 
gorad or evil: Eccleſ. 12.14. And it will be to the 
confuſion of many a one : It may be your no-love of 
God was heretofore a great Secret : You had a heart 
in which was no love of God, but it was a ſecret, you 
took not care tohave itwrit in your forehead;you con- 
vers'd with: Men 'fo'plaufibly, no body took you to 
deno lover of Godto have a heart difaffeted to God: 
But now oz comes the Secret, that which you kept 
for a great Secret all: your days, ozt comes the Secret: 
And to have ſuch” a Secrer as this diſcloſed to rhac 
vaſt Aſſembly before Angels and Men ! Here was a 
Creature, a Reafonable Creature, an Intelligent 
Sdal, 'rhar lived upon the Divine Bounty and Good- 
web fo many Years in the World below, and hid a 
falſe diffoyal Heart by a plauſible ſhew, and exter- 
nal profefiion of great devotedneſs to God all the 
time of his abode in that World : Oh! Whar a fear- 
fal thing would it be to have this Secret ſo difcloſed? 
And do you think that all the Loyal Creatures that 
Thall be Spectators and Auditors i»' the. hearing of 
that great day,will not all conceive a juſt and a loyal 
* ation agamſt ſuch a one when convicted of 

_ netloving God, conivicted of not loving him that 

ave him breath, him whoſe he _= to whom he 

elonged, whoſe name he bore? What a fearful 
thing will ir be to tand convitted fo. upon ſuch a 
Poitit as this? And fore in the mean time there's 
ereat reaſon for continual fear why a man's heart 
Thould medirare terro# : One would even think that 
ay rhe Creation ſhovld be continually every mov- 
mnt m Arms azainſt him : One would be afraid 
thit every Wind that blows ſhouid be a deadly blaſt 
to deſtroy me : Fhar when the Sun ſhines upon me, 
#Þ irs beans ſh661d'be rurn'd info vindictive flames, 
FO Weevure vengean n me? I woyld fear that 
&t1 the very ſtories iti the ſtreets ſhould fly againſt 
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What, to go about the ſtreets from day to day with 
a heart void of the love of God! Whar a heart have 
I ? Fear ought to be exerciſed in this cafe : We arg 
bid to fear if - we do evil againſt an Humane Ruler : 
If thou ao that which is evil, be afraid, for he bear- 
eth not the Sword in vain, Rom. 13.4. But if I be 
ſuch an evil deer againſt the Supream Ruler, = 
Lord of Heaven 'and Earth : Have I not reaſon ro 
be afraid? And to think ſadly with my ſelf whar 
will the end of this be? But yet I will add in the 
Seventh place: Don't deſpair for all this : God" is 
in Chriſt reconciling the World to himſelf: As in 
that 2 Cor. chap. 5. v. 19. that fin mighr .not be 
imputed : He is in Chritt to reconcile you to win 
Hearts, to captivate Sculs to the love of God ; For 
what elſe is Reconciliation on -our part? He is in 
Chriſt to reconcile, tro conquer Enmity, to ſubdue 
diſfaffeted Hearts, to make ſuch Souls call and cry, 
My Lord, and my God! 1 have been a ſtranger to 
thee : I will through thy grace be fo no longer, 
therefore don't defpair : Deſpair that ever you 
ſhould do well without loving of God : But don't 
deſpair you ſhall ever be brought to love him by no 
means: You have to do with him that is the Ele- 
ment of Love, the God of Love, the Fountain of 
Love, the great Source of Love, the Fountain at 
once both of Lovelineſs and Love, whoſe Natare is 
Love, and is with his name in his Son, who was ma- 
nifeſted in the Fleſh tull of Grace and-Truth, #7. e. 
ſencereſt love, He was incarnate Love, Love pointed 
at us, and is upon theſe rerms able to transform all 
the World into Love; the Nature of God is all 
Love, 1 John 4.16. and in Chriſt, he is Emanuel, 
God with us, to the Divine Love hath a dire& aſpe&t 
upon us: Why then apply- your ſelves to him :- 
Turn your ſelves towards him, open your Souls to: 
bim ; fay to him, Lord, flow in with all the mighty 
Powers of thine own Love upon my Soul, thou that _£ 
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the. true genuine Sons of Abraham, and there can 
be. no-ſuch_ Children, -without Love :- Oh diſſolve 
is ſtone, this ſtone. in-my Breaft, mollifie this ob- 
urate Heart,. turn it into Love! .How:ſoon may it 
be done upon due application ! He can quickly do 
it, draw-thee into a Love-Union with himſelf, fo as 
fn thou ſhouldeſt.come to dwell in Love : And 
. dwell in God, who js Love : And he;in thee : Then 
.the:Foundations are ſurely laid, forall thy future 
ty, and for ail thy, future Feljeity : Then how 
pleafantly wilt rhou obey, and bow. bleſſedly wilt 
thou enjoy God for ever! Bur ſuch application muſt 
be: made through Chriſt; and. for the Spirit : Which 
uit 3s the Spirit of Love, and of Power, and of 
ky 8; Mind, as you have it in that fuſt of the 
ſecand:to Tim. v.,7. But theſe things I can't now 
a; 6k inſiſt upon. | 
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